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matching his sword and his wits against a worthy antagonist.
It was not the hated infidel, the enemy of the Cross, that he
was fighting, but a fellow knight; and he was not alone in
this novel conception of the enemy. That the tolerance •
thereby engendered tended to a freedom of thought dangerous
to Christianity is not unlikely ; but on the whole the mental
attitude of the Westerners was little affected. They could
only appreciate the qualities of the Moslems by making them
like to themselves; they could not appreciate what was
unlike themselves, and therefore failed to gain a knowledge
that might have broadened their whole outlook.
Effects of the The crusading movement had been in progress for just a
movement century» an(l during that time very large numbers of West-
erners had come into contact with Eastern civilisation. It
might be expected, and it has often been assumed, that the
effect of this on the West must have been considerable. But
it is difficult to find evidence to justify the assumption.
Western civilisation was little altered ; it continued to profit
by contact with Constantinople, but what it got of culture
and learning from the Moslems came to it mainly from
Spain. The Crusades did have a profound effect on the
West, but it was rather by accelerating developments already
in progress than by introducing novelties. Firstly, there
was the enhancement of the papal power. The papal head-
ship of the Church was already becoming a reality; but the
fuller recognition of it, the stabilisation, as it were, of the
papal position was due to the part played by Urban II and
his successors as the natural leaders of Western Christendom
in the Holy War, which they proclaimed and inspired.
Secondly, the intensification of the feeling against the Eastern
Empire; what had been a passive dislike before was con-
verted into a violent hatred, which was soon to find expression
in action.
In the economic and social spheres the same thing is true.
Genoa, Pisa, and Venice did not owe their wealth and import-
ance to the Crusades, but they became wealthier and more
important because of them. They had already been supply-
ing the West with the spices and other luxuries of the East,
but they were now able to do so on a larger scale. There
was also a larger demand, partly because so many people
had acquired the taste for them while on crusade, but partly

